
Essay Contest

Funding for this project provided in part from the Society for the Study of Evolution.  Prizes 
provided by Phi Kappa Phi, Oklahoma University Press and Chicago University Press.  Organized in 
conjunction with the Darwin 2009 events at the University of Oklahoma.

http://www.ou.edu/darwin/Site/Home.html

Described as ‘the most important idea to occur to the human 
mind’, Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution by natural 
selection, published in The Origin of Species in 1859, caused a 
revolution in science and society.

Explain why Darwin’s views remain so important today.

Essay Topic:

Deadline: Extended to October 2, 2009!
Maximum Length: 500 words
Submit essays to: essaycontest@ou.edu
Open to all college students in the state of Oklahoma and all high school 
students in the Norman Independent School District.

Essays will be judged on originality and quality of writing by a panel consisting of 
individuals selected by the Darwin 2009 Steering Committee.

Winners will be announced at Darwin biographer Janet Browne’s talk at the Sam Noble 
Museum of Natural History on November 5, 2009.

Details:

Cash Prizes! Book Prizes!
Win an invitation for a 

guided tour of the History of 
Science Collection at OU!


